
 
 

 



PARTNERING WITH THE JOSHUA HARR 
SHANE FOUNDATION 

 
The monies funded through the Joshua Harr Shane Foundations will provide financial assistance to 
families through these various ongoing programs: 
 
• Defraying medical costs for families in need. 
• Continuing to provide relief from Hurricane Sandy. 
• Providing personal care items to our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan to remind them of home and 

that they are not forgotten. 
• Providing needed assistance for families with special needs and ill children and adults. 
• Providing funding for The Palliative Care Program at Embraced Kids Foundation. 
• Providing assistance to battered and abused women who may or may not be utilizing the 

services of Woman Space and other similar types of programs. 
• Providing tickets to area events such as Disney on Ice and Trenton Thunder Ice for special 

needs children and their families as well as our military families for building lasting memories. 
• Providing scholarships and funding for education to individuals for special schooling, college 

vocational schools, camps, and international work or study programs. 
• Additional programs and outreach are provided on an “as needed” basis determined by our 

Board of Directors. 
 
The Joshua Harr Shane Foundation is uniquely qualified to partner 
with the NJASC due to our involvement and commitment to our local 
community.   
 
Our various programs provides the necessary financial support for 
many families and individuals at unusual and uncommon times in 
their lives.   
 
Within the various communities, our outreach gives the organization 
an opportunity to truly make a difference in people’s lives.  
 
The Joshua Harr Shane was established to continue the work of 
Joshua Harr Shane and the causes he so dearly believed in.     
 
With your help and support, we will be able to reach more families 
and make a positive and lasting impact on the lives of others. 
 

 



Why I Like the Bridge Academy 

 A Story by Max 
I like going to school at the Bridge Academy because most of my classes have 4 or more 

students in them which allows the teacher of the class to pay attention to each student at a time.   

Another reason I like the Bridge Academy is that the teachers teach me different strategies such as 

highlighting, read and journal, etc. for me to learn better. Also, I like coming to the Bridge Academy 

because we do all sorts of fun things like having ½ days on Wednesday, going exploring at the creek 

in science class, and going sledding when it snows. Therefore, I hope I can continue to come and 

learn here at the Bridge Academy in Lawrenceville, New Jersey. 

 



 

A Letter from Max’s Parents 



EXPERIMENTAL TREATMENT 
Meet Elijah… 

 

 
 

Look at me now! 
 

No feeding tube. 
 

I am walking. 
 

How lucky am I…… 
 

I have a long road ahead, but I am going to walk it! 
 
 

April, Jason, Ellianna, & especially Elijah 
Experimental Treatment 



 

A Letter from Elijah’s Parents on Experimental 
Treatment 

Our connection with The Joshua Harr Shane Foundation originates in the Philadelphia, PA/Camden, 
NJ area back in the fall of 2012.  My wife, April, and I were temporarily displaced to the Ronald 
McDonald House in Camden, NJ from Mequon, Wisconsin for almost 6 months.  Our son, Elijah, was 
diagnosed with CCAM, a tumor on his lung that grew so large that it engulfed his body.  He had fetal 
surgery at 25 weeks gestation and put back in April’s womb until he was born prematurely at 33 weeks.  

Elijah was born at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.  
 The following day he had his accidentally diaphragmatic 
hernia repaired; the next day he was put on ECMO (heart & 
lung bypass).  Elijah remained on ECMO for nine days before 
his heart and one lung, which collapsed from the accidentally 
hernia, was capable of supporting himself.  He would remain 
in the NICU for nearly seventy days.  We traveled across the 
Benjamin Franklin Bridge every day to see our son in the 
NICU.  This is where JHSF came into our life.   
JHSF heard my wife and sons’ story and wanted to help in 
any way possible.  JHSF donated to our travels back and forth 
to Philadelphia and Camden via the EZPass.  The bridge 
wasn’t free.  It cost $5 each time we crossed over to 
Philadelphia.  There were days we crossed the bridge 

multiple times.   With Judy’s generosity we no longer stressed about if we could afford to see our 
precious son each day.  JHSF made it possible. 
The doctors performed another surgery called a Fundoplication which wraps the stomach around the 
esophagus.  They said Elijah had chronic reflux and didn’t want him to aspirate into his only lung.  
Elijah’s stomach was already small from being premature and the hernia repair; now it was even smaller 
from the Fundoplication…so they also put in a feeding tube in his stomach called a G-tube.  At the end 
of January 2013, it was finally time for us to go home.  JHSF showed compassion for us again.  They 
donated $500 to our drive home.  (This covered the entire trip: our gas, hotel and food).  Home was a 
place we hadn’t seen for nearly six months.  We were also so excited to see our 2.5 year old daughter 
who came and left throughout our journey.  What a blessing JHSF is for helping us get home!    

Within months that we were home, we realized the 
difficulty of getting a G-tube baby off the feeding 
tube; a long and winding road.  Through months of 
research and global contacts, April found a tube 
weaning therapy based on hunger versus 
behavior.  Elijah had been undergoing therapy in a 
behavioral based program that wouldn’t discuss a 
hunger reduction wean until his was at least 2 
years old.  This seemed to be way drawn out and 
the local therapy was not showing results in getting 
Elijah off the tube.   
The hunger based program was more in line with 
our thinking, so we proceeded to pursue it.  The 

major detail of this hunger based therapy… it is considered experimental and home based so insurance 
doesn’t cover it.  The out of pocket charge was going to be $12,000 for therapy, plus renting a home 
during the two week program in Alexandria, VA.  We also had to travel once again out east (gas, hotel 
and food). 



This posed a challenge for us again; we would have to pay 50% upfront and the remainder shortly after 
completion.  We didn’t know what to do for a few weeks.  How would we pay for this?   
 

 
 
 
Medical bills were already at the maximum.  April came in contact with Judy and we filled her in on 
where Elijah was in his journey.  JHSF immediately wanted to help as the foundation could relate to 
Elijah’s feeding aversion.   
A few days later, Judy contacted us while she was on vacation; she called to tell us that The Joshua 
Harr Shane Foundation was donating $5,000 towards Elijah hunger based program.  God bless her 
and her foundation!   And the simple act of calling while on vacation truly showed her tender heart and 
passionate desire to help families in need.   
Our son completed the tube weaning therapy program and has not been fed via tube since 
Thanksgiving 2013.  Elijah still has some hurdles to overcome, but that’s fine with us.  The great thing 
is he is tube free! 
Elijah’s story is filled with many obstacles but also many miracles from God and generosity from people 
especially Judy Shane and her Foundation.  Our journey was very hard at times but with the assistance 
of the Joshua Harr Shane Foundation we were able to overcome many financial burdens that would 
have otherwise made it so much harder than it was already was.  Judy has changed our lives in so 
many ways.  The Joshua Harr Shane Foundation is the “real deal” with its kindness, generosity, caring 
staff and donations that truly brighten someone’s day.  We are honored to be a part of the Joshua Harr 
Shane Foundation family and strive to be stewards like them.   
 

 
Our family will be forever grateful.  

 



The Joshua Harr Shane Foundation helps 
many families with ill & special needs 

individuals each year. 
 
We have provided financial support for doctor bills, mortgages, utilities, gas and food cards, 
experimental treatments, additional programs, lessons such as horseback riding at Blue Riders Stables, 
theatrical at the Columbia Theatre for the Arts and ski lessons through Stride, necessary equipment, 
special schooling, and anything else that is an additional cost or not covered by insurance. These are 
just some of the exciting programs that JHSF is proud to sponsor.  With your participation, the 

possibilities are endless.                                                       
These costs are astronomical for all families and most 
families today require two incomes.  When illness strikes 
it not only creates a difficult situation emotionally, but it 
also creates havoc in everyday living. 
 
It is a heartwarming experience to have been 
able to help as many families as we have. 
 
With you we can make a difference! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I'm excited to tell you…they delivered the stroller 
yesterday!  
 
They wanted to wait until the canopy arrived in two weeks to 
deliver it but I asked them to make two deliveries as we are 
desperate to get Alexis out in this beautiful weather. 
 
Alexis loves the stroller, she smiled the entire time on our hour 
walk yesterday after school. The stroller is all that we imagined 
and will be used for many years to come. 
 
Thank you again for blessing our family. We will always be 
grateful for your generosity! 
Sincerely,    
Cindy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
Embrace Kids Foundation  

Palliative Care Program 
 

  
Joshua Harr Shane Foundation has worked with the Embrace Kids Foundation since our inception. 
This past year $15,000 was donated to their Palliative Care Program which has always been near and 
dear to our hearts.     
 
Embrace Kids Foundation’s Palliative Care Program provides for the same nursing staff that a 
terminally ill child has in the hospital to be the visiting nurse at home. The nurse knows the child; the 
family knows the nurse; and most of all the nurse knows the case which thereby makes the most difficult 
situation of a lifetime a little bit more palliative. 
 
We have donated between $10,000 and $25,000 a year since 2001.  In addition, JHSF has also 
provided gifts and food for their annual holiday party and has assisted with other programs.  The 
Embrace Kids Foundation was formerly known as the Children’s Institute for Cancer and Blood 
Disorders. 

Embrace Kids Foundation in  
New Brunswick, New Jersey 

 
 



            Better Beginnings of  
Hightstown, New Jersey 

               
        A non-profit daycare facility  

 
Thank you for your generosity and for providing our children a joyful experience. They were so happy 
walking in with their pumpkin in hand and not a one, forgot to take them home in the evening.  They 
chatted excitedly with their parents about their experience. 
 
We are so fortunate to have you as a friend. 
Keep Warm! 
Luz 
 
"Each one of us must come to care about everyone else's children. We must recognize that the well 
being of our children is intimately linked to the well being of all other people's children. After all, when 
one of our children needs life saving surgery, someone else's child will perform it. When one of our 
children is harmed by violence, someone else's child will commit it. The good life for our own children 
can be secured only if it is also secured for all other people's children. But to work for the well being of 
all children is not just a practical matter -- it is right!"  
 
Lillian G. Katz, PhD, Director, ERIC Clearinghouse on Elementary and Early Childhood 
EducationFriends, 
 



BETTER BEGINNINGS 
A Non-Profit Charitable Daycare 

 
 
 
The Joshua Harr Shane Foundation supports Better Beginnings by 
sending children to area events. We try to offer experiences that they 
would otherwise not be exposed to. 
 
In October they enjoyed a hayride. 
 
They attend a Trenton Thunder Game every year and participate in 
events during innings. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JHSF was presented with The Mayors’ Shining Star Award.  “In 
recognition or their high degree of commitment to the welfare of 
others, their impact on the community and lives of others, and 
demonstration that services to the community can make a 
difference.” 
 
The children attend many different shows at Sun National Bank 
Center in Trenton, New Jersey. 
 
We also donate schools supplies, clothing, and anything else that 
we come across that 
 

“We hope will Brighten their Day and Bring a 
Smile to their Face.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Joint Base McGuire-Dix 
Lakehurst, New Jersey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have been shipping to Camp Mike Spann in Afghanistan for the last 2 years.  Camp Mike Spann 
has just closed and we are now shipping to Camp Marmal. Camp Mike Spann consisted of about 300 
to 400 soldiers.  Camp Marmal consists of 4000 to 5000 soldiers.  They will need a lot more help. 
 
We have shipped golf equipment, snacks, toiletries, DVD’S, CD’S, over 10,000 phone cards, puzzles, 
flags, and holiday Items over the years.  Some are donated and others are purchased by JHSF with 
donations with all being shipped by JHSF. 
 
           
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Making a Difference 
 
 
 
We have donated tickets to area events at Sun National Bank Center and Trenton Thunder to the 
Military. We are currently in the process of setting up a $1,000 Continuing Educational Scholarship at 
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey.            
 
We were honored in September 2013 at their Air Force Ball.  It has been a privilege and an honor to 
be able to have a hand in bringing a little bit of home to our soldiers. Working with our military both here 
and abroad has been an invaluable experience for us. 
 
Working with our military will always be close to our hearts.  
 
 

Shipped to Our Military  
for Valentine’s Day 2014 

 
 



 
 

Hurricane Sandy hits the Jersey Shore  
 & JHSF helps 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JHSF sets up a shelter in East Windsor with the American Legion. What was not needed was sent to 
the shore on a weekly basis along with many other supplies.  We continued in 2013 to help with the 
recovery by providing individuals with food, cleaning supplies, needed appliances, clothing, household 
items, and many other things.   
                               
 At the end of the Holidays in 2012 The Joshua Harr Shane Foundation purchased over 60 Christmas 
Trees, Ornaments, Menorahs, and other assorted Holiday Items. 
 
We had so much fun buying everything. We would be able to donate them to the Jersey Shore for the 
2013 Holidays in hopes of creating joy in someone’s life. Many people are still displaced. Money for the 
Holidays and gifts was certainly not a priority. 
           
Union Beach, a Jersey Shore town, was hit extremely hard.  Over 85% of their homes were destroyed.  
We tried to make a difference in their town.  Following Sandy clothing and other necessities were 
donated to them as well as many of the other shore towns. 
 
Our gifts for the holiday season in 2013 were many of these holiday items, along with holiday gifts for 
the children. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



We also had a Campaign running under the 
auspices of the Joshua Harr Shane Foundation 

known as Restore Our Shore. 
 
Every 2 weeks grants of up to $5,000 were donated to 501C-3 non-profit for restoring the Jersey Shore.   
 
Some examples of what we did with the fund include, but are not limited to: 
 
• OCEAN CITY C.A.R.E. clean up and recovery effort 
• BELMAR FIRST AID SQUAD for the purchase of communication equipment 
• MERCY CITY food pantry 
• St PAUL’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH for commercial ovens in order to provide meals for those 

displaced 
• UNION BEACH FIRST AID SQUAD to replace oxygen tanks 
• SEA BRIGHT RISING 
• U NEED HELP 
• ALLIANCE FOR A LIVING OCEAN-clean up supplies 
• INTERFAITH NEIGHBORS to replace meals on wheels truck 
• MONMOUTH BEACH FIRE COMPANY to replace ice/water rescue suits 
• TOMS RIVER PEOPLE’S PANTRY 
 
This could not have been done without the help of a wonderful group of individuals. 
 
Approximately $80,000 was raised from after the storm through Memorial Day.  There were no costs 
involved with this program.  The small costs that were incurred were covered by JHSF. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

What Joshua Harr Shane Foundation did in 
2013… 

Scholarships   $2,070 
x $1000-Hightstown High School 
x $485-Beth El Synagogue 
x $585-St. Anthony’s Church 

 
Jersey Shore    $85,853 

x $80,000 Restore Our Shore  
o Every 2 weeks grants up to $5,000 were given to 501C non-profits to restore the Jersey 

Shore 
o $5,853 was donated to individuals in the form of clothing, cleaning supplies, supplies, 

appliances, food, holiday gifts and cheer 
 
Military    $2,419 

x About once a month JHSF shipped packages overseas to Camp Mike Spann in Afghanistan.   
x These packages contained toiletries, candy, chips, holiday items, books, CD’S, flags, phone 

cards, and many other items that we thought may be useful.  Some of the items were donated, 
but most were purchased by JHSF.   

x We provided all of the shipping costs. 
 
Donations to Families with Ill Individuals, Special Needs Adults and Children, Put a Smile on 
Someone’s Face and/or Brighten Someone’s Day Program, and Embrace Kids Foundation    
$65,669 
 
Just to name a few: 

x Embrace Kids Foundation $15,000 
x Experimental Treatments that insurance did not cover $11,000 
x Drama and Singing Lessons for special needs children $1,000 
x Horse Back Riding Lessons for special needs adults and children $2,000 
x STRIDE Ski Lessons for special needs adults and children $1,000 
x Medical Stroller  $2,050 
x Programs for siblings of ill children for the summer so parents were able to care for a sick child.    

$2,475 
x All other funds provided food cards, gas cards, parking and other travel expenses, paid 

mortgages or rent, utilities, doctor bills, equipment and programs that were not covered by 
insurance, and special schooling, etc. 

 
 
 



Tickets to Area Events   
x This is not included in the totals above.   

o Each year the JHSF purchases hundreds of tickets to area events.  These tickets are 
donated to families with special needs children.  Special needs children require a 
tremendous amount of care, as well as financial help from their families.  Our hope is to 
provide a special night for these families. It is our way of having the child give back to 
their family and siblings.  

o We also donate tickets to our Military.  We work with Fort Dix and McGuire Joint Base in 
New Jersey. 

Put a Smile on Someone’s Face 
x This program provides Birthday and Holiday gifts for children and families that would not 

otherwise receive them. 
 
 
 
We are currently working with the Newgrange School for special needs children.  We are helping by 
providing for school programs and tickets to area events in hopes of creating more school spirit.  School 
shirts have been given to every student.  
 
 
It is our hope that these experiences will provide memories that will last a lifetime. 
 
 
We know that we are not mentioning all of the programs and support that we have provided families 
this year.  We strive to help as many people as we are able to. 
 
 
Please feel free to visit our website at www.joshuaharrshane.org for more information.  Visit us on 
Facebook and follow us on Twitter. 
 
 
 
 
We have no paid employees and minimal overhead expenses. 
 
 
Thank you for helping us put a smile on someone’s face and helping to brighten their day. 
 
 
The Joshua Harr Shane Foundation  
501C-3 Non-Profit Charity 
EIN:  20-354-9310 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

The Joshua Harr Shane Foundation creates 
lasting memories. 



 

 
Our original intent was to help Joshua carry on and fulfill his dreams of becoming a doctor and helping 
others.  We hope and know that he is proud as he helps us with these tasks.  We thank you for helping 
to keep our dreams alive and our son right next to us  It is with the help of everyone that the Joshua 
Harr Shane Foundation has been able to make a difference. 
 
If someone asked me almost 14 years ago where I would see myself today, I would have never guessed 
that in all the tragedy that has surrounded our lives we would be fortunate enough to be involved in this 
Foundation. I have had and continue to have the opportunity to meet and work with so many wonderful 
people and families.  
 
And most of all to know the joy of helping. 
 
Although this will never replace our son, it will always help to keep him by our side.   
 
We thank everyone for allowing us to continue this journey. 
 
We do not know where it will lead next, but we are always ready to lend a helping hand and 
make a difference. 
 


